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.¡Hago of Morlancourt, on the north
side of the Oise, a mile and a half from
Noyon station, according to dispatches
to newspapers here.
Between the Oise and the Aisne,

during the advance of Wednesday and
Thursday, General Mangin's army took
¡i.OOO prisoners, according to advices
reaching l'aris.
The Franco-British successes Thurs¬

day increased the menace to Roye and
Noyon and rendered their fall near,

saya the "Echo de Baris.

Air Fighters Braised
The work of the French aerial forces
.he lighting south of the Oise is

praised by the newspapers. The "Petit
Parisien" says the capture of the towns
of Bailly «net Carlcpont was due in
great part to the work of airmen, who
destroyed numerous convoys on the

Noyon-Compiègne road and spread con¬

fusion in the enemy ranks.
The tanks opened the way for the

offensive, it is declared, and the bomb¬
ín«* airplanes hurried the enemy retire
ment.
The newspaper correspondents at the

front lay stress on the magnificent
enthusiasm with which the British are

attacking and overcoming the enemy.

Faced Heavy Resistance

They point out that the British op¬

posed stout resistance when the Ger¬
mans counter attacked, and when they
haw that the enemy was staggering
i.nder the shower of blows increased
the punishment without giving him
time to look around.
The British are striking as never

before, the correspondents say, and are

wresting from the enemy, piece by
piece, the villages and fields taken by
him since March 21. Each of the Brit¬
ish partial attacks has finished with)
victory for them. The Germans will
iee many more such victories, the cor-

, respondents declare, when the British
have thrown themselves into a real
offensive with constantly accumulated
reserve:-, which their prudence declines
to use up in small parcels.

Cavalry and Air
Forces Prevent
An Enemy Stand

l/.'.'í The At<rociated Presn)
WITH THE FRENCH ARMIES. Aug.

83..Cavalry is rendering marked ser¬

vice in the pursuit of the enemy. Not
only are there cavalry advance guards,
but other troopers are following the in¬
fantry to take care of the machine gun
nests left behind by the Germans to
be sacrificed in attempting to check
the French advance. Aviators pre¬
ceded the cavalry. They are dispers¬
ing enemy rear guards who attempt to
make a stand, and are breaking up
and scattering convoys on the crowded
ronds with machine gun fire.

Batteries of guns and ammunition
wagons, with the horses at the gallop,
were pushing north to-day through an

¦mírense dus: cloud over the- fields
where yesterday the German rear

guards fought desperately to save part
..of: their artillery. Muny of the guns
had to be left behind, as well v.s a

'great number of machine guns.
"The devil himself could not hold

out against all that," said one capt¬
ured German subaltern. "We didn't
know which way to turn."
The excellent coordination of the

different branches of the French arm}
is proving most effective in the pres¬
ent pursuit. It has been the mannet
in which the infantry, artillery, cav

airy aud aerial arms have worked to¬
gether that has made it so difficult
for the Germans to get away.

Soldiers of America,
Allies' Surplus Energy¡
Feared by Ludendorfl

By Arthur S. Draper
{Special Coble to The Tribune)

-, .-. IMS, i.v rho Tribune AssoclaUon.Me»
York Tribuno)

LONDON", Aug. 23..The intenüoi
has been attributed to Ludendorff o

carrying out a gradual strategic re

treat on the west, avoiding battle a
far as possible in the hope that winte
will cut shorl the Allied campaign be
for«: serious damage is done. He i
Unding such a pian very difficult t
carry out, for Foch is keeping hi
whole front aflame, forcing him to de
fend himself at points where h
planned to retirât and retreat in place
where he would like to hold coverin
port ions.
Above all, Ludendorff fears thAmericans. lie know that the Amei

ican troops, being fresh and untouched by war weariness; curry thsurplus energy of the Allied armie:He ar that Foi h reserving thei
: de grace and dreads the m«

:'"';-' «hen his fagging army is si
UP° by h ::¦ ns from America.

' is olli v ing mil tary traditiokeeping back his freshest troops ;
il -, and, how .¦..-< r p.-i;. fu

'¦ "¦. - lor feela the pre; ent bites oi
'...-:. ¡;e still mere drea .:sting which he knows iifs in the tail <

'¦ '.¦ lied eastward from SoissonMangin's advance between tlad the Aisne eats up the hir
orth of Soissons, the Germai

«¦ '-.'-r to retreat from thepositioni! urther easl or remain ar:
on the River Veslc. Either cour;

great danger, for the Alln
inually bombing the Germaposit ons across the Aisne, and eith<

¦'.-¦ < r to retreat with an unbridg«
n th< r< ar might mean disastei

Allies Beginning
To Reap Fruits of

Recent Victorie
PARI.-. Aug. 23 The Allies ai

reaping the fruits of the victories <

July IS and August 8 in the preser
critical situation in which the Gc
man command finds Itself.
The German retirement arour:

S'oyon, it is held h«-re, is the logici
consequence of those victories. Tl
French and British are pressing tl
enemy so clos« that he it obliged 1
throw in his b«-st troop*, to nave hin
self from disaster, fn the north an

¦n hfl south the Allie« ar«. dashin
wr- the Germans and snapping U
m euer and booty, sometimes gc
«g into th< main enemy defence pc
ons.

General Mangin's pressure betwec

I Big Bertha's Echo May
Have Yankee Accent

PARIS, Aug. 23. In special type
"L'Heure" prints prominently this
enigmatic note :

"Will the echo to the great Ber¬
tha soon be heard? Will that echo
have a Yankee accent?"

More powerful «¿uns than any
(¡ermany has so far produced were

being built near Philadelphia and
would be ready for shipment to
France in May, Samuel Vauclain,
vice-president of the Baldwin
Locomotive Works, declared in
Philadelphia April 4 last. The
American gun would have a great¬
er range and be more destructive
than the g;uns used in shelling
Paris, he said.

August I5« and 20 resulted in the capt¬
ure of moro than 10,000 prisoners, and
««a the 2d he forced the enemy be
yond the Ailette. The army of Gei:-
eral von Eben is in such a predica¬
ment, it is believed, that he is bound
to make a formidable counter attack
to halt General Mangin or be obliged
to withdraw from the Aisne and Vesle
to the Chemin des Dames. If thc
enemy does not counter attack along
the Ailette it probably will mean that
General von Eben is in a sadder plight
'.ban is Thought here.

In the north the British Third Army
has pushed the Germans so dangerous¬
ly near Hapnume that the German
command lias found it necessary to

counter attack in force. The loss of
Rapaume, in the present circum-
stances, would amount to a disaster,
according to opinion here.
The front from Lassigny to the

Somme remains stationary. The ex-

pected fall of Roye has not yet oc¬

curred, but there is no hurry about
that, as Rove has lost its importance
now that all the roads leading io it
are under the fire of the French ar¬

tillery and useless to the enemy.

Swift British Drive a

Tactical Scheme That
Is Bewildering Foe

BRITISH HEADQUARTERS IN
FRANCE, Aug. 23..The British offen¬
sive so vigorously resumed on Wednes¬
day morning has spread so rapidly that
it is difficult to keep pace with the
development of it. What is now being
witnessed is the unfolding of a bril¬
liant, tactical scheme which must be
causing the deepest concern to the
German High Command.
The rapid advance of the British

patrols along the Albert-Bapaume road
toward where the old German lines
dip nejir Tara Hill is threatening to
flank any counter movements against
the British gains further io the north.
Some British batteries advanced sev-

eral times in the last, two days'- No,
longer do the limbers bring ammuni¬
tion at a walk. They come up at a

gullop m a cloud of dust.
The French airplanes are as numer¬

ous as ever and the Roche machines
are beinsr harried mercilessly by bomb¬
ing squadrons which fly ahead of the
infantry and attack the German col-
umns on the march.
The troops detailed to attack Albert

got some tanks across the Ancre River
in the darkness and they themselves
began their advance under cover of the
early morning mist. The resistance
from the direction of Bray was very
strong, but the enemy's artillery re¬

taliation consisted almost entirely of
heavy howitzer fire. These guns were

stationed far back from the front. The
bulk of the German field guns had
apparently been withdrawn.

Meaultc was cleared with little diffi-
culty, but sharp lighting took place
up the long slopes beyond that town.
The street lighting in Albert was des-
perate while it lasted, but was com¬

paratively short-lived. The British
captured 1.400 prisoners in the town,:
including a battalion commander and
his staff. A few guns and many ma¬

chine guns wero taken, but most of
the stores had been removed.

French Bring Down
14 German 'Planes;

Fire Nine Balloons
PARIS. Aug. 28. "On the 22d our

observers carried out numerous recon¬

noitring excursions very deeply into
the enemy line, particularly photo¬
graphic missions, which brought, back
more than a thousand photographs,'
says the official statement on aviation
given out to-night.
"Our chasing squadrons have brought

down or put out of action fourteen
enemy machines and .set on fire nine
captive balloons.
"Our day bombarding aviators

dropped eighteen tons of explosives
und fired thousands of rounds of car¬
tridges on enemy assemblage;; and con¬
voys in the Margival Ravine, on the
roads to Soissons and Chauny, and on
Vauxaillon, Anizy-le-Château and Laf-faux.
.'During the night twenty-five tons ofbombs wer.' dropped on the stationsof Ham, Laon and Guiscard. \V(> ¿lew

¡;p the ammunition depot of SommettesFaucourt. The railway stations ofMezieres, Maison Bleue, Mauchault andPontavert also wer« bombard «j.
"A strong attack was carried out pnthe v<;ry important airdrome at Mars-la-Tour. From the effects of the firstbombs dropped a lire of considerable

proportions broke out in the hangarsand n thc barracks of the aviators. Anefficacious bombardment also was car¬ried out on other hangars and sheds
on the aviation field and on the avi¬ators themselves. Numerous machinoson the ground were seen to be burning."A total of forty-three tons of e\plosive« was dropped on the 2d, dayand mght."

Repulsed on the Vesle,
Germans Claim Victory

BERLIN, Aug. 23. The German offi¬
cial statement to-day says:

"in local attacks we pressed back an
American line of posts between Be
zoches and Fiemes and repulsed enemy
cjjuuMi attaclm," i

Foch Planning
DecisiveDrive,
Experts Think
Most Complete Defeat Yet
Administered Germans

Is Expected

Our Boys Believed
Concentrating Now

AmericansThought to Have
Been Assigned to Im¬

portant Task

WASHINGTON', Aug. 23. The al¬
most unvarying success described in
to-day's dispatches telling of the great
Allied offensive on the fifty-mile front
stretching from Soissons northward to
the environs of Arras, raised hopeB in
military circles her«? for the most de¬
cisive defeat yet administered to the
Germans. Observers were of the opin
ion that General Foch's whittling tac
tics of the last six weeks have been sc

effective that opportunity has com«
for a glorious harvest.

It has been thought, however, that
a considerable number of Americar
troops still are with the British Thin
and Fourth armies, and most military
officers were at a loss to understan«
why '.hey had not been identified it
the capture of some of the importan
enemy positions overrun during th<
day.
The most interesting theory hear«

was that the movement of Americai
divisions to the sector assigned to th<
First American army is under way, al
the divisions heretofore with the Brit
ish having been withdrawn for tha
purpose and replaced by new units o
reorganized veteran organizationbrought up from rest billets.

Concentration at this time of tie
United States divisions on the all
American front, when the forwari
movement of the more northern armie
promises so much, could only mean tha
General Foch has assigned to Pershiii]
some important lark closely linked wit!
the major strategy, is the opinion o
expert« here. This may be in the nat
ure of a thrust in force to prevent th
sending of German reserves to stop th
gap in Picardy, or a far-reaching driv
on the German flank as soon as th
enemy has such a movement well unde
way.

.-.-.

Foe's Reserve
Force Quickly

Cut to Pieces
Continued from page 1

small piece of ground over which th
bettle had rwept.
With all this fierce fighting and no'

withstanding the fact that the Britis
at many places have fought over ope
ground against an enemy protected i
'.pot holes" and strong points of oth«
kind?, the British losses everywliei
^cem to have been ^xtraordinari!
light. This probably is due to the coi

fusion the Germans find reigning b
hind their lines, as they are fightir
a losing battle, which for them hour
grows more disastrous.
The enemy to-day had strengthen«

his line at many places, but this, i,
stead of stopping i\iv. British, simp
meant that the Germans suffered bi
ger losses.

Line Appreciably Widened
During the right and this mornii

the front upon which the battle w

being fought yesterday was widem
appreciably both to the north and tl
KOUth, while the ground in the midd
between Albert and Beaucourt-su
Ancre, which heretofore had been fa;
ly quiet, suddenly was drawn into t
whirl.
From north to south the situation

last reports seemed to be ns follow
New attacks from the River Cojeul a

south carried the British across t
Albert-Arras railroad embankme:
The British apparently hold Boil
Becouerelle and Boyelles and ha
passed beyond the Arras-Bapaui
Road.
The troops ¡us: to the south, who i

two days had been fighting forwa
and backward from thc embankme
stormed onward and reached Ham
incourt, an«! aru pushing on town
Ervillors, St, Léger and Croisill
Airplanes reported that British tar
had crossed the road between Ervill«
and St. Leger, while some infantry w

reported to be less than a thousa
yards we«; of Ervillers some hoi
ago.

Germans Quit Sector
A. about that time an airplane

pi i'ted that the Germans had disi
pcared from their positions northw
of S!. Léger and between that town 11

Hamelincourt, and that the light'
British found time in the midst of th
ta i; to cheer heartily.
Apparently the hard-pressed Germa

rather than sufTer more here, wh
they have met with some of their he
iest losses, decided to get out. T
locality was one of tha places wh
the Germans had doubled th
strength.
The fighting to the south of this

gion began in the night, when gtn
British forces assailed Gomiecourt j
a few minutes before the Germans 1
anticipated launching an attack at
same place. (Join¡«'court was Brit
at. daylight. As it happened, the Bi
ish upset all the enemy plans, f
after killing mHny Germans and ca

uring 500 m the town of Gomieco
alone Field Marshal Haig's men e

THE PASSING GERMAN SHADOW

The Allied armies yesterday continued to advance on both flanks of the great battle line. The British in
the north wrested from th-? enemy the largest shaded area, while the French took the two smaller areas. Ger¬
man gains of this year still held by the foe are shown in solid black. Military experts believe that the steady
advance of the British on the Somme flank and of the French on the Oise and Ailette will force Ludendorff to
fall back to his defensive positions of last winter on the Hindenburg line.

tinned their forward movement, and at
last reports were pushing steadily on

ward.
Gomiecourt, by reason of its terrain,

apparently was considered the pivot of
a turning movement, for, once having
taken it, the British sent troops swing¬
ing down south in the direction of Ba-
paume. The Germans on this portionof the battlefront were badly disor¬
ganized. There were Germans all over
the place, but they seemed to have no
ideas of counter attack. Some appar¬
ently did not even know exactly whore
they were.
The fighting south of Gomiecourt to¬

day was especially severe. Incidentallythis movement cut in around the rear
of Achiet-le-Grand. At the same time
the British here, having launched an¬
other frontal attack on the enemy's
stronghold, again were in hard fight¬
ing. While the battle was raging here
British 'planes were helping the fight¬
ers on the ground by heavily bombing
or using machine guns against the en¬
emy. Among other things obtained
were several direct hits en a building
at the rear of which were several tour¬
ing cars, Tlirf. building apparently was
a German headquarters.
South of Achiet-le-Grand the British

old not start to-day's operations so
early as further north. The New Zca-
landers here stopped work to let a
German counter develop. They "played«lead" until the advancing enemy in¬
fantry was almost on lop of them.
Then they put down a heavy machine
nun barrage just at the rear of the
Germans, who surrendered in a bodyrather than be killed in their tracks.
This happened jus; north of Mirau-
mont.
Many of the prisoners were non¬

commissioned officers, and all of them
appeared to be glad that they had been
captured. When asked about the Aus-
trians the prisoners expressed the
greatest, contempt for their allies as
soldiers, saying they were no goodwhatever.

Slightly to the south the British have
crossed the Ancre River and started
bark in the general direction of Cour-
cclette. Already they are reported to
he southeast of Grandcourt. This move
menaces from the rear the German
stronghold at Thiepv'al, which is an
old fortress.
At Albert the British pushed forward

toward Tara Hill. At the back of that
town an airplane report at about noon
said the British troops held the en¬
tire position. About, the same time
German shells started breaking on

Tara, while British shrapnel could be
seen bursting some distance on the
other side of it, showing where the
enemy had been driven. Largo num¬
bers of prisoners were taken in this
locality.

Gaining on Bapaume
The British troops seem to be pro

gressing well up the road from Alber
to Bapaume. Welsh troops are par
ticipating in the fighting in this neigh
borhood.

South of Albert Meaulte appears n
be in British hands, having been capt
urcd early in the day. Thence th.
line extends southeasterly, with a breal
where Ihc Germans last evening man
aged to take Happy Valley, just noj'th
west of Bray, by throwing in fresl
troops of the 25tn Division, which a])
parently were brought up for this spe
cial purpose.
The Germans suffered severely her

during the first attack. The ßghtin;
was very heavy. Since then the Ger
mans have been constantly heavil
fired upon. Happy Valley truly is
shambles. Its name belies it.
South of the Somme the Australian

were most successful in the part the
played in to-day's battle. They easil
attained all their objectives and apparently hold Chuignolles, C'huigneand Herleville and are pushing east
ward of these villages a little distanc¬
io make sure of holding them.

In this retrion 3,t German officers an
1,500 men of other ranks were mad
prisoner. Eleven of the captured ofli
ccrs were from one regiment.The Germans offered heavy resist
anee at Chuignolles, but, with the assistunco of tanks, the Australians ham
mered through the enemy and swop
on, leaving the town and its environfilled with dead Germans.
On (he ridge south of this town theralso war; fierce fighting, which almos

reached the hand-to-hand stage beforthe Australians made it clear to thGermans that they were not to b
stopped and shoved them over thridge nnd onward.
Just now large numbers of guns arroaring away all along the line. A

some places thoy are steadily hammei
.r.g; at others it is rolling up int
intense drumfire, lellinjr where thlighting is going on. The German shell
seem to be coining in from long di<
tances. Evidently their guns havbeen moved backwnrd for safety. ThGerman artillerymen apparently havnot the greatest confidence in the ahiity of their comrades in the infantry tward off the blows being delivoreagainst them.

The Official Statements
FRENCH

PARIS (NIGHT). Between the
Matz and the Oise there have been
violent artillery actions.
We have crossed the Divette River

in the region of Evricourt. Between
the Ailette and the Aisne «ve have
mado progress to thc east of Bagneux
and west, of Crecy-au-Mont.
PARIS (DAY). During the night

there was a violent bombardment be¬
tween the region of Beuvraigne's
south of Roye i and the Oise, notably
at Piémont, Passel and Chiry-Ours-
camp.
We hold the southern banks of the

Oise und the Ailette from Sempigny
io the railroad at Couey-le-Chûteau.

Last of Selens French troops car¬
ried their lines as far as. the out¬
skirts of Guny and Pont-St. Maro.

BRÏTÏ5H
LONDON (NIGHT)..We pressed

our attacks vigorously and success¬
fully to-day on a front of thirty
miles from Linons to Mércate].
South of the Somme we carried the
vili.ige;, of Herh'ville, Chuignes and
Chuignolles, with the woods lying
between the villages and the river.

In the course of an advance of
over two miles into German positions
great numbers of German?, have been
killed and prisoners taken.
On the left of the battlefront we

stormed the villages of Gomiecourt,
Ervillers, Hamelincourt, Boyelles
and Boiry-Becquerellc and made
progress oast of these village?.
On our right centre we advanced

against German positions on the east
bank of thc Ancre from southeast of
Albert to the neighborhood of Grand-
court and gained ground a'ter hiav-y
fighting. A counter attack was re¬
pulsed south of Grnmlcourt.
We have captured Achiet-le-Grand

and Bihucourt and the ridge over¬
looking Irle?. We continued our at¬
tacks this afternoon. Several thou¬
sand prisoners were taken und heavy
casualties inflicted on the enemy.
LONDON" (DAY). Fighting is tak¬

ing place along virtually the whole
front between Lihons, south of thc
Somme, and the Cojeul River, south
of Arras. Our troops are. reporter
making progress, at a number oi
I)o int.:-.
During the night Lie enemy I v. ie<

attacked our positions in the neigh'
borhood of Baillescourt Farm, eas
of Beaucourt. ITo was repulsed.
On the Lys front our line has beoi

advanced slightly east of La Touret
northwest of Neuf Berquin and eas
of i»uttersteen.
A hostile attack northwest of Bail

leu! broke down before our positions
GERMAN

BERLIN (NIGHT). Attacks by th
English have been renewed north
west of Bapaume. Near Albert an
'ho Somme our counter attacks ar
in progross.
The artillery engagement betwee

the Ailette and the Aisne has bee
lively.
BERLIN (DAY). Partial eneni

attacks northwest of Bailleulj, and o
both sidos of the Lys were ropulse
We captured prisoners in a count«
attack.

Yesterday tho British continued
full force the ottack commenced c
Wednesday north of the Ancre, ar
by crossing the Ancre extended the

front to the north of Albert and as
far as the Albert-Somme sector. The
extensively planned attempt to break
through completely collapsed at its
first development. The British suf¬
fered a severe defeat yesterday.
On the battlefield northwest of

Bapaume Prussian divisions with
Saxons and Bavarian regiments,
forest.tiling a hostile assault, at¬
tacked the enemy between Moyenne-
ville and Miraumont. The enemy was
everywhere surprised in the develop¬
ment of the assault which had been
planned, and also in ins strongly pre¬
pared positions. At places he was
tii¡own back to a depth of two kiló¬
metros. This crushed the British at¬
tacks prepared for the morning.

In the course of the day the enemy
at.acked several times, especially
from the direction of Puisieux and
Beaumont-Hume!. He was repulsed
everywhere. with heavy losses.
Strong attacks launched by the
enemy from Albert broke down un¬
der our fire.
Between Albert and the Somme the

enemy attacked after the strongest
artillery preparation and pressed for¬
ward temporarily over the Albert-
Bray Road in an easterly direction.
A powerful counter attack by Hes¬
sian troops, with portions of Prus¬
sian and Wurtemberg regiments
threw the enemy back across the
road into hjs positions of departure
Batteries driving forward in thf
open shot to pieces many of tht
enemy's tanks.
North of Bray the enemy brouirh

up cavalry for attack. It was a!
most, entirely destroyed. On the bat
tlefield partial engagements con
tinued into the night.
Between the Somme and the Ois

the day, on the whole, was quietei
The strong artillery duels «outh o
the Somme died down in the fore
noon. South of Avre, owing to ou
lire, French attacks near Frc-sniere
were able to develop only at time
and were repulsed.
There have been infantry engage

ments in the Divette region. Be
tween the Oise and the Aisne durin
Wednesday night, following upon th
shifting of our lines behind the Ois
on Tuesday, we withdrew our troopbehind the Ailette undisturbed by th
enemy. Our companies which hn
been loft on the west bank of tl
Ailette retired before strong enen:
attacks launched between Manican
and Pons St. Mard. Partial attacl
by the enemv between the Ailet
and the Aisne broke down utuW 01
fire and a counter attack.

During air raids on the homelan
according to reports received upthe present, seven machines out
the enemy squadron of ten airplan
which attacked Karlsruhe were d
stroyed by our chasing 'planes.

AMERÏCAN
Augusl 22. Section A Noi

of the Vesle a successful raidi
party brought in eleven prisone
Hostile raids in Lorraine and Alsa
were repulsed.

North of Toul one of our aviat«
shot down a hostile machine. On ¿
gust 21 and 22 our aviators succe
fully bombed the railroad yardLonguyon, Audun-le-Roman and C<
fia::?. Three and one-half tons
bombs were dropped and many dir
hits were observed. All our ri
chine« returned.

Papal Benediction on

Kaisers Work' Denied
ROME, Aug. 23..Referring to state¬

ments appearing in newspaper« to the
effect that tho Pope, answering a tele¬
gram from the German Emperor, who
sent him greetings on his name day,

had invoked a benediction on "the Em¬
peror's work," thc Vatican organ."Osservatore Romano," says:

"This statement is untrue. The
Pope thanked the Emperor for his
greeting? and for the benediction
.which the Emperor himself had in¬
voked 'on thc charitable work of His
N..II.,... ' »

I-.IMilitary Comment
By William L. McPherson

Cupyrlg'"' 191S, by The Tr;bt:::e Asso<-1»Uod
riie \"o«v Toi!.; Trlbunei

HFN'DENBURG is no longer in
his grave or- in a sanatorium.
He has returned to German

Grand Headquarters and is relieving
his mind in a way which must be
highly disturbing to those who dis¬
placed him and to their mouthpieces
among the German military critics.
Absence has absolved him from re¬

sponsibility for what has hapened
since July 18 last. So he told the
Third Regiment of Prussian Guards
at a review the other day: ''Our po-
sition is favorable, although, and we
may frankly admit it, we lately have
happened to have been set back."
This is an admission which doesn't
square with the German General
Staff's elaborate explanation that
Ludendorff has been retiring simph
in order to preserve or regain a

strategical freedom of movement.
"We must look to the future, how

ever," says the blunt German replies
of the ancient Scandinavian and Teu
tonic war gods. Looking to the fut
ure is all right. But in the fix int«
which Ludendorff has got himself 01
the Western front he hasn't any tim«
to look to the future. The presen
gives him more than he can com
¡fortably attend to. Ludendorff i
rusty on the defensive. His conduc
of the retreats out of the Marne sa
lient and out of the Montdidier sal;
ent shows that. If he had bee
looking clearly into the future hi
first concern would : have been t
'make economical withdrawal? in bot
instances. He would have tried t
accumulate as large a strategic r<
serve as possible for defence on son:
really defensible line or for the r«
newal of his offensive when tl
Allies stopped for breathing spa«j and recuperation, instead of thi
he has lavished his reserves tryir
to hold untenable midway position
in the hope of covering over the e
tent of his defeat to the Gcrmi
public.

Foch will not let him think of an
thing now but of extricating hii
self from the consequences of r
vacillation and dilatoriness. T
whole German line from Arras
Rheims is under a painful and da
gerous pressure. It is unstable a
wavering, and nothing keeps it frx
breaking but the useless sacrifice
German divisions and guns in an
fort to close up the breaches whi
.the Allied armies are continua
making.

Every day brings a new Ail
thrust at some point of contact e
a German retirement, costly in n
terial and prisoners. The Brit
made two such thrusts yesterd
Both were successful, though or
front on which the Germans h;
been expecting to be attacked i

which they have been holding^ceptional strength. Both thru*-aimed at enveloping Bapaume ¡5anchor point of the German line ¡?tween Arras and the SormT*And both brilliantly suppigWednesday's and Thursday's dirthrust at Bapaume, which carrT*the British to Achiet-Ie-arJ?about three miles west-northwest «
their present objective.
The first of yesterday's attack»was made from positions just belArras. The British advanced eTand southeast about two miles a*1brought up some distance vest, fthe line of the little Sensée Rjvtfrom Ervillers northeast threshSt. Leger to Croisilles. Ervijferg '

on the Arras-Bapaume high-nJi*
about three and one-half j*n '

northwest cf Bapaume. Gomiéeouualso taken, is between Ervillers andAchiet-le-Grand. From Achiet-le-Grand the British also drove direV.ly east to Bihucourt, about tw0miles north-northwest of BapaumfThis city is now threatened frorathe north and west. The Germai«
are fighting desperately to hold it.But it evidently will soon be in the
same straits as Chaulnes, Roye andNoyon.
The second drive was made be-tween the Ancre and the Somrr*.The British also advanced here a

couple of miles, pushing toward the
Albert-Bapaume high-road. They
are aiming at Courcelette, on thehigh-road, half way up from Albert.Courcelette is about six miles south'
west of Bapaume. The British ad.
vanee further up reached the ridgewest of Irles, which is about two
and one-half miles south-southwest
of Bapaume. An envelopment of the
latter from the southwest is thus
also making rapid headway.
The German lines above tho

Somme showed signs of weakening
yesterday. Many thousands of pri?.
oners were taken, and counter at¬
tacks were not in evidence, as they
were on Wednesday and Thursday
Above Bapaume the distance from
the present German line to the old
Hindenburg line is now only four or
five miles.
The French crossed the Divett«

River at Evrincourt and worked in
closer to Noyon, both on the west
and on the east. The salient tow¬
ard Coucy-le-Château and Anizy-Je-
Château, in the region of the Ailetts
River and north of Soisscns, was
slightly widened to the cast. Herr,
too. the old Hindenburg line is al¬
most in sight.

Foch's plan is to give the Ger¬
mans no rest. They are everywhere
nervous and apprehensive. Tore-
treat under such unrelenting presf-
ure as he is exerting is a ghastly
prospect. Yet it is impossible for
them to stay where they are. It is
this choice of evils which gives Lu-
dendorff no chance "to look to the
future."

Enemy in Albania
Starts New Drive
On 60-Mile Front

Italians Are Forced to Fall
Back at One Point

by Austrians

ROME, Auf;. 23.- The Austro-Bul-
garian forces on the Albanian front
yesterday began a new drive along a

sixty-mile front from the lower reaches
of the Semeni River to the heights of
Mali Tomorices, overlooking the Tomo-
rica River, according to an announce-
nient, from the War Office here to-day.

In the desperate efforts to wipe out
the Allied bridgeheads along the
Semeni that they wrested from theTeutonic armies in June, the Austro-
Bulgars stormed against the Italian
position1;, but were thrown back with
heavy losses.
At one point, west of Hill 1150, on

the Allied right, an Italian advance
post was forced to fall back slightlyunder tremendous pressure, the state¬
ment said

Foch Acknowledges
Arms Makers' Cable

NEWARK, Aug. 23. Marshal Foch's
reply to the night force at the Inter¬
national Arms and Fuse Company's
plant, at Rloomfield. who recentlycabled hirn continued cooperation in
prosecuting the war, saying: "You may
count on u<-.," uns received to-day. His
answer rends:
"Very sensible of your félicitations.

I would thank you in the name of the
Allied armies. I know we co:mt on
your active collaboration in makingmunitions without relaxation. Our
soldiers are charged to use them well."
A patriotic meeting will be held at

the plant on Sunday night.

Von Hintze Admits
"Cause" is in Danger
AMSTERDAM, Aug. 23.."Our canut

is an exalted one, but it is In great
danger." Admiral von Hintze, the Ger¬
man Foreign Secretary, told a confer-
ence of German journalists in Berlis,
according to the Cologne "Volkswi-
tung." He asked them to cooper»'.'
with him. After asserting in whs'.
high esteem he held the pre-s, he uid:

"In these t..mes the government, tin
press and the nation must hold to¬

gether with one aim to win the wit

If these factors do not hold togetbt:
we shall be boa; n
"The posi of Foreign Secretary il to

no means a desirable one. All objtt-
fions i had made to my appointai«'
were dispelled r.ml 1 have under*.««'
this responsible pos'. I am not tick-
ling my task with a bowed head or a

heavy heart.
"I shall always show the great«?:

consideration to the gentlemen of w
press. You will hear nothing !>'-'.
facts from me, but I cannot shW
give all the facts. The entire troth »!

certain times docs not serve, bu-

harms, the public interest.
"1 am not at all concerned regare-

ing attacks cither on my person <.

against the imperial r°-ic>'- ' *"

merely concerned with our cause. '>

cause is an exalted one, but it n >-

great danger. I, therefore, call on ft-
to cooperate."

France Asks for
$2,500,000,000 Credit

PARIS, Aug. 23. Louis 0*£Minister of Finance, proposed a S»

tary credit of $2,i 0 at a»*.
i:et meeting to-day. This is to rc^expenditures of the fourth <Plir!"
of 1918.

There is still time to get that

Help Wanted Ad.
in tomorrow's SUNDAY TRIBUNE

Phone
BEEKMAN 3000


